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454 CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION 

London Sessions the other day. Mr. Allan Lawrie had before him three appeals 
against sentences in which the appellants had pleaded guilty in the court below. 
Mr. Lawrie said the Bench had come to the decision that they had no juris- 
diction to hear appeals in cases in which the appellants had pleaded guilty, 
but that the court, while dismissing the appeal, would make a representation to 
the home office that it was highly desirable that provision should be made for 
appeal against sentence even when the defendant had pleaded guilty. The tend- 
ency of the movement in favor of criminal reform at the present time is to 
place a larger discretion in the judge in the award of punishment and to reduce, 
if not, indeed, to remove, from the statute-book and from common law the 
cases in which on conviction for crime the sentence is removed from the dis- 
cretion of the judge. The Penal Code, which Burke strongly urged the neces- 
sity of revising, which he described as "radically defective" and "abominable," 
whose softening was undertaken in the early years of the nineteenth century by 
Sir Samuel Romilly and his successors in that great work, was an enormous 
and undigested mass of capital offenses, which made the criminal law a mere 
sanguinary chaos. Previous to the Revolution, the number of capital offenses 
is said not to have exceeded fifty. During the reign of George II. sixty-three 
new ones were added. In 1779 the number was estimated in Parliament at 154, 
but by Blackstone, writing in 1765, at 160, and Romilly observed in 1786 that 
since the appearance of Blackstone's Commentaries it had considerably increased. 
In Parliament the enactment of new capital offenses was regarded as a mere 
formal matter. Burke relates that, being stopped one night when leaving the 
House of Commons and requested by the clerk at the table to stay to make a 
House, he asked what was the business in question, and was answered, "Oh, 
sir, it is only a new capital felony." At the present time, exclusive of treason 
and murder, only three crimes are punishable with death, while the establish- 
ment of a Court of Criminal Appeal, the perogative of the pardon remaining 
wholly unaffected and the undoubted leaning of the judiciary to mercy in the 
infliction of sentences, have powerfully contributed to banish from the criminal 
law of England the barbarities and absurdities by which it was for generations 
tarnished. — Law Notes, Jan., 1917. 

New York Municipal Civil Service Examination for Court Attendant 
(June 14, 1917). — 1 Write a report to the Chief City Magistrate, stating 
your action in the arrest in the courtroom of a man who was subsequently 
found guilty of an attempt to throw a bomb in the courtroom. Include in 
this report what aroused your suspicion in this case, what investigation you 
made before taking any action and exactly what action you took in this case. 
Sign this report "John Doe, Court Attendant, First District Magistrate's 
Court." If you sign any other name, title, number or initials you will be dis- 
qualified. Handwriting (Wt. 1) will be rated on this report. 

2. (a) Explain clearly the difference between a felony and a misdemeanor, 
(b) Name three crimes which are always felonies, (c) Name three crimes 
which are always misdemeanors. 

3. (a) How are convicted criminals finger-printed? (b) How is an expert 
able to determine whether a criminal has been finger-printed before? 

4. While serving as a court attendant in a city magistrate's court a man 
applies to you for a summons, stating that John Doe has his watch and will not 
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give it up. (a) What additional facts would you endeavor to obtain from him 
before letting him speak to the magistrate? (b) Name two cases in which he 
would be entitled to a summons from the magistrate because of the detention 
of his watch, (c) Name two cases in which he would not be entitled to a 
summons from the magistrate because of the detention of his watch. 

5. During a session of the City Magistrate's Court the following persons 
are in the courtroom: The city magistrate, the court stenographer, two in- 
terpreters, eight clerks, five court attendants, one captain of court at- 
tendants, eighty-four prisoners, each of whom is arraigned by an arrest- 
ing police officer ; a complainant and three witnesses in eighteen cases ; 
a complainant and two witnesses in thirty-four cases; a complainant without 
any witnesses in seventeen cases and in the remaining cases the arraigning 
police officer prosecuted the prisoner without any complainant or witness. In 
addition thirty-eight persons applied to the magistrate for a warrant and 
twenty-seven persons applied for summonses. Under the regulations of the 
Board of Health each person should have nine cubic feet of air. The ventilat- 
ing system of the courtroom provided 2,289 cubic feet during this session of 
the court. Prepare a report to the Chief City Magistrate presenting the facts 
in this case in neat tabular form and showing whether the ventilating system 
is adequate or inadequate and the number of cubic feet of excess or deficiency 
at this session of the court. 

6. In what court in the Borough of Manhattan of the City of New York 
are each of the following cases tried: (a) A man who has been arrested for 
intoxication in a public place? (b) A trial for murder? (c) A chauffeur 
arrested for driving without a license? (d) A suit of a plumber for $12 wages? 
(e) A suit for $10,000 damages for injuries caused by a fall? (f) A counter- 
feiter? 

7. What is meant by the following: (a) Treason? (b) Drug addiction? 
(c) Seduction? (d) Juvenile delinquency? (e) Probation. 

8. (a) Mention two matters against which you would guard especially if 
placed in charge of a court pen for prisoners awaiting trial. Give your reasons 
for your answer, (b) If assigned to get ten prisoners from the city prison, 
supervise their arraignment in court and return the convicted prisoners to the 
city prison at night, what system would you use to make certain that every 
prisoner is properly accounted for. Describe the system fully and give your 
reason for each precaution adopted by you. 

PENOLOGY 

Wardens' Letters Re Utilization of Prison Labor in War Time. — The 

following letters were addressed to the National Committee on Prisons and 
Prison Labor: 
From the California State Prison, San Quentin. J. A. Johnson, Warden. 

We are fully alive to the advisability, and indeed necessity of intensified 
farming as outlined in your letter of April 26th, and we are doing all that 
is possible, or at least practicable, for us to do in this connection. 

We have a very limited acreage adjoining the prison in this state, but in 
conjunction with the prison system we have one 2,700-acre farm in an adjoining 
county, and the advisability of working that to the utmost has been presented 
and is being urged. 



